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COL. WILLIAM MORTON. 

By W. S. Morton. 

About seven years ago, the writer began to collect material for 
the genealogy of "Old Joseph Morton," the father of Col. Wm. 
Morton. Being a descendant, my efforts have been especially di- 
rected to securing the military career of Col. Morton. After sev- 
eral years' close research of histories and magazines, I came to the 
conclusion that the name of this gallant soldier of the Bevolution 
had never been recorded in history. It, therefore, affords me great 
pleasure to give your readers the within excerpt concerning him 
from Hon. Hugh Blair Origsby's letters, dated Nov. 19, 1874, 
addressed to Mr. George Bancroft, the historian. Mr. Grigsby 
congratulates Mr. Bancroft "on having gone so far in your great 
work, and on its completion" etc., and then adds, "I might have 
concluded my note, but as several little things of some historical 
interest occurred to me, in reading the tenth volume, I will put 
them down for what they are worth * * * I will add that my 
wife whose father was at Eutaw, and was wounded in the thigh 
from a ball from that fatal house, read your account of the battle 
with much interest. Her father, Col. Clement Carrington, was 
wounded in two places at Eutaw [see Garden's first vol. anec- 
dotes etc]. Prom Col. Carrington I learned several incidents 
of the war in the South * * * You notice the fall of the gallant 
Col. Webster at Guilford. He was shot by Col. Wm. Morton, 
whose remains rest on the north bank of the Staunton river in 
Charlotte, between those of Patrick Henry and John Randolph 
or Paul Carrington. He was a private and took to the war his 
long ducking or deer gun, which carried a ball and seven or eight 
buck-shot. He took deliberate aim at Webster and saw him fall. 
The several wounds you speak of were inflicted by the ball and 
seathing buckshot. Col. Morton never missed his mark even at a 
deer at full speed. And as you always speak kindly of Presby- 
terians, I will add that Col. Morton was a Presbyterian elder. 
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The gun with which he shot Webster still exists in the possession 
of a descendant who resides in this county about 10 miles from 
my home. I heard this statement from Col. Carrington who knew 
the fact at the time." 



